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Nation's Report Card: 2024 Reading Snapshot Report for Texas Grade 4

The Reading Roadblock

The most recent Nation’s Report Card reveals a
troubling trend: National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) reading scores for
4th and 8th graders have declined since 2019. In
2024, the national average reading score for 4th
graders is 214 out of 500—and in Texas, it’s two
points lower.

While Texas has taken steps to address literacy challenges through legislation like House Bill 3 and
House Bill 1605, which prioritize the Science of Reading and research-based practices, the data
shows there’s still work to be done.

For Uplift Education, a charter school network in Dallas-Fort Worth, the need was urgent. Many
students were falling behind, and the network sought a solution that would provide personalized
support without overwhelming classroom teachers.

At Uplift Luna Primary School in Dallas, Texas, students like Veronica (name
changed for privacy) struggled to read at grade level. 

The challenges were steep: the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, gaps
in foundational literacy skills, and the pressure to meet rising academic
standards. 

But with the help of OnYourMark Education and dedicated tutors like Donna
Auwarter, Veronica—and many others—found not just academic success, but
also confidence and a love for learning.

Summary

CASE STUDY

Students Faced Reading Challenges.
OnYourMark Helped Them Thrive.

Uplift Luna Primary School

“Seeing Veronica grow—not just in her reading skills, but in her confidence—has
been incredibly rewarding,” Donna shared. “She went from being hesitant to
read aloud to volunteering to read in front of her class. That’s the kind of growth
that stays with a child for life.”

 - Donna Auwarter, OnYourMark Tutor

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/profiles/stateprofile/overview/TX?sfj=NP&chort=1&sub=RED&sj=TX&st=MN&year=2024R3&cti=PgTab_OT
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2024/pdf/2024220TX4.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2024/pdf/2024220TX4.pdf
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDllZmU0ZGEtNTI2Yy00ZTNkLTg5ODctMzNlNGY3MjY0MTc3IiwidCI6IjIyNGZjMGYwLTg5OTQtNGZiYy1iMDAxLTgxZGFhNzFkMGEzMyIsImMiOjF9
https://onyourmarkeducation.org/


When Veronica started 1st grade in 2022, she was in the 11th percentile** for
reading. Identified as a Tier 2 student, she began receiving OnYourMark’s
tutoring services. By the end of the year, she had jumped to the 31st percentile
—a 20% increase.

The following year, as a 2nd grader, Veronica worked with Donna Auwarter for
20 minutes a day, four days a week. By midyear, she had climbed to the 47th
percentile, and by the end of the year, she stabilized at the 40th percentile—a
remarkable achievement considering where she started two years prior.

Donna Auwarter
OnYourMark Tutor

Turning the Page: Veronica’s Journey

Uplift Education turned to OnYourMark Education for high-impact
virtual tutoring. The goal was clear: accelerate learning, close reading
gaps, and build student confidence.

Enter Donna Auwarter, a 20-year veteran educator with a passion for
early literacy. As an OnYourMark tutor, Donna brought not just
expertise, but also warmth and dedication to her students. 

For Veronica, Donna became more than a tutor—she became a
mentor and a cheerleader.
 

Partnering for Literacy Success

But the story doesn’t end there.

Now in 3rd grade, Veronica is no longer receiving OnYourMark tutoring, but the impact of her time
with Donna is undeniable. Despite a mild “summer slide,” Veronica started the 2024-2025 school
year in the 52nd percentile. By midyear, she had soared to the 73rd percentile, achieving well-
above-average growth in every measurable skill: letter sounds, decoding, word reading, reading
accuracy, and reading fluency.

Veronica’s growth isn’t just a number—it’s a testament to the power of personalized, high-impact
tutoring and the lasting foundational skills and relationships it builds.

Beyond the Numbers: A Lasting Impact

The partnership between OnYourMark and Uplift Education went beyond academics. It provided
students like Veronica with a sense of confidence and belonging. For Donna, it was about more
than teaching—it was about inspiring.

A Proven Path Forward
OnYourMark’s high-impact tutoring program has transformed literacy outcomes for students at
Uplift Luna Primary School. By combining personalized instruction, certified tutors, and a
commitment to the Science of Reading, OnYourMark is helping students like Veronica achieve
lasting success.

Ready to see your students thrive? 

Schedule a discovery call to learn how our high-impact
virtual tutoring program can make a difference in your
school.

Contact

OnYourMa
rk

Uplift Education has a network of 20 schools in the Dallas-Forth Worth area.
*Student’s name changed for privacy.
**National Percentile Growth (NPG)
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